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Santa Ana Unified School District 

1601 E. Chestnut Avenue 

Santa Ana, California 92701 

 

MINUTES 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

SANTA ANA BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

June 23, 2015 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:17 p.m. by Board President Palacio.  Other 

members in attendance were Ms. Iglesias and Ms. Amezcua.  

 

Cabinet members present were Dr. Miller, Dr. Phillips, Dr. Haglund, Mr. 

McKinney, Ms. Lohnes, Ms. Miller, Dr. Rodriguez, and Ms. Douglas. 

 

 

CLOSED SESSION PRESENTATIONS 

 

Mr. Palacio asked those wishing to address the Board in matters pertaining to 

Closed Session to step to the lectern. 

 

There were no individuals wishing to address the Board. 

 

 

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION 

 

The Regular Board meeting was immediately recessed at 5:17 p.m. to consider 

student discipline, personnel matters, negotiations, and anticipated litigation. 

 

Mr. Richardson and Mr. Hernández arrived during Closed Session. 

 

 

RECONVENE OPEN MEETING 

 

The Regular Board meeting reconvened at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance led by Board Vice 

President, Cecilia Iglesias. 
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REPORT OF ACTION TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION 

 

By a vote of 4-1, the Board took action to appoint Dr. Ligia Hallstrom to the 

position of Principal at Wilson Elementary School. 
 

Moved: Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ Amezcua ___X__ Richardson ___ __ Hernández ______ 

 

Seconded: Palacio ______ Iglesias ___ __ Amezcua ___ __ Richardson ___X__ Hernández ______ 

 

Ayes:  Palacio ___X__ Iglesias __X___ Amezcua __X___ Richardson ___X__ Hernández ___ __ 

 

Noes:  Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ Amezcua ______ Richardson ______ Hernández ___X__ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes ___4__ Noes___1__ Abstain______ Absent ___ __  

 

 

By a vote of 5-0, the Board took action to appoint Marjorie Cardenas to the 

position of Assistant Principal at Esqueda K-8 School. 
 

Moved: Palacio ______ Iglesias __ ___ Amezcua ___X__ Richardson ___ __ Hernández ______ 

 

Seconded: Palacio ______ Iglesias ___ __ Amezcua ___ __ Richardson ___X__ Hernández ______ 

 

Ayes:  Palacio ___X__ Iglesias __X___ Amezcua __X___ Richardson ___X__ Hernández ___X__ 

 

Noes:  Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ Amezcua ______ Richardson ______ Hernández ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes ___5__ Noes___0__ Abstain______ Absent ______  

 

 

By a vote of 5-0, the Board took action to appoint Dr. Emily Wolk to the position 

of Assistant Director of Research and Evaluation. 
 

Moved: Palacio ______ Iglesias __ ___ Amezcua ___ __ Richardson ___X__ Hernández ______ 

 

Seconded: Palacio ___X__ Iglesias ___ __ Amezcua ___ __ Richardson ___ __ Hernández ______ 

 

Ayes:  Palacio ___X__ Iglesias __X___ Amezcua __X___ Richardson ___X__ Hernández ___X__ 

 

Noes:  Palacio ______ Iglesias ______ Amezcua ______ Richardson ______ Hernández ______ 

 

Final Vote: Ayes ___5__ Noes___0__ Abstain______ Absent _____  

 

 

RECOGNITIONS / ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

 

City of Santa Ana and Santa Ana Unified School District Pedestrian and Bicycle 

Safety Contest Winners 

 

Dr. Phillips, Deputy Superintendent, Operations recognized Emily Tavares, Fourth-

grade student at Madison Elementary School and Cesar Pompa, Eleventh-grade student 

at Century high School as the City of Santa Ana and SAUSD Pedestrian and Bicycle 

Safety Contest winners. 
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Certificated Employee of the Month for June 2015, Bertha Benavides 

 

Ms. Bertha Benavides, teacher at Community Day School, was selected as the 

Certificated Employee for the Month of June 2015 because she is an innovative and a 

dynamic staff member who on a daily basis uses a solution based approach to solve 

problems with all her students and colleagues. 

 

Classified Employee of the Month for June 2015, Judith Velasco 

 

Judith Velasco, a Autism Paraprofessional, was selected as the Classified 

Employee for the Month of June 2015 because the positive attitude she exudes has 

profound implications for reducing the affective filter of students and allowing 

them to maximize their progress in a supportive environment. 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 

Dr. Miller opened his report by mentioning that the first day of the Summer 

Enrichment Program started today.  He also provided an update on the State budget.  

He mentioned the SAUSD commencement ceremonies had over 3,500 graduating students 

and a record number of seniors received the Seal of Biliteracy with their high 

school diplomas.  Dr. Miller concluded his report by acknowledging Dawn Miller, 

Assistant Superintendent, Secondary Education and thanked her for her years of 

service with SAUSD. 

 

 

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

 

Tina Kuperman addressed the Board related to the Human Options Peer Empowerment 

Program.  Pat Wayne addressed the Board related to the Arts Education Plan.  

Kimberly Ochoa, Maria Juarez, Diana Zendejas, Anderson Valadez, Sofia Tam, Aileen 

Navarrete, Ivonne Huitron, Estefania Huitron, Chayanne Ramirez, and Randy Barth 

addressed the Board related to THINK Together and High School ASSETS program.  Sara 

Guerrero and Carrie Phillips addressed the Board related to a personnel matter.  

Lyra Marie Jazmin addressed the Board related to THINK Together.  Peter Alvino 

addressed the Board related to Citrus Spring Charter Petition.  Claudia Sachs, 

Kimberly Barraza Lyons, Norman Rogers, Rosario Roman, Julia Guerrero, Marcela 

Rosas, Lee Rogers, Corrie Johnson, Norma Diaz, Isabella Hardman, Yoatzin Solis 

Hardman, Dr. Tiffany Willougby-Herard, Xochilt Ojeda, and Esperanza Rafael 

addressed the Board related to the OCEAA Charter Renewal Petition.  Laura Morfin 

addressed the Board related to the proposed homeless shelter near schools. 
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Change in Order of Agenda 

 

 Mr. Palacio received consensus from the Board, to bring forward agenda item 

number 3.0 

 

3.0 ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 14/15-3062 – CONDITIONAL RENEWAL OF CHARTER 

SCHOOL PETITION FOR ORANGE COUNTY EDUCATIONAL ARTS ACADEMY 

 

It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 4-1, Mr. 

Hernández dissenting, to adopt Resolution No. 14/15-3062, conditional renewal 

of the Orange County Educational Arts Academy Charter Renewal Petition for a 

five year term beginning July 1, 2015 through and including June 30, 2020. 

 

 

Change in Order of Agenda 

 

 Mr. Palacio received consensus from the Board, to bring forward Presentation- 

Parent Program – California Association for Bilingual Education 2-INSPIRE Program 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

Parent Program – California Association for Bilingual Education 2-INSPIRE Program 

 

Parent leaders representing King, Martin, Lincoln, and Lowell Elementary Schools 

and CABE trainers presented to the Board information, goals and program success. 

 

 

1.0 APPROVAL OF CONSENT CALENDAR 

 

The following item was removed from the Consent Calendar for discussion and 

separate action: 

 

1.7 Approval of Expulsion of Students for Violation of California Education Code 

Sections 48900, 48900.2, 48900.3, 48900.4, 48900.7, and/or 48915(c) 

According to Board Policy 5144.1 

 

 

It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Ms. Iglesias, and carried 4-0, Mr. 

Richardson not present, to approve the remaining items on the Consent 

Calendar as follows: 

 

1.1 Approval of Regular Board Minutes - June 9, 2015 

 

1.2 Acceptance of Gifts in Accordance with Board Policy 3290 – Gifts, Grants, and 

Bequests 

 

1.3 Approval of Extended Field Trip(s) in Accordance with Board Policy (BP) 

6153 – School- Sponsored Trips and Administrative Regulation (AR) 6153.1 – 

Extended School-Sponsored Trips 

 

1.4 Approval of Career Focus – Hospitality Services Course at Valley High School 

 

1.5 Approval of Culinary Arts Course at Valley High School 
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1.6 Approval of Virtual Enterprise Course at Century High School 

 

1.8 Approval of Master Contracts and/or Individual Service Agreements with 

Nonpublic Schools and Agencies for Students with Disabilities for 2014-15 

School Year 

 

1.9 Approval of Payment and Reimbursement of Costs Incurred for Related Services 

for Students with Disabilities for 2015-16 School Year 

 

1.10 Approval of Acceptance of California Career Pathways Trust Grant for 2015-17 

School Years 

 

1.11 Approval of Amendment of Funding for California Partnership Lighthouse 

Academies Project Grant for January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2016 

 

1.12 Ratification of Purchase Order Summary and Listing of Orders $25,000 and 

Over for Period of May 27, 2015 through June 9, 2015 

 

1.13 Ratification of Expenditure Summary and Warrant Listing for Period of May 27, 

2015 through June 9, 2015 

 

1.14 Approval of Listing of Agreements/Contracts with Various Consultants 

 

1.15 Approval of Agreement with Orange County Superintendent of Schools, 

Region 9 Local Educational Consortium for Administration of Medi-Cal 

Administrative Activities 

 

1.16 Approval of Consultant Agreement with Buck Institute of Education for 2015-16 

School Year 

 

1.17 Approval of Software and Support Agreement between Santa Ana Unified School 

District and Illuminate Education, Inc., for the Period of July 1, 2015 

Through June 30, 2016 

 

1.18 Authorization to Approve Contract with Schoolwires, Inc. for Web Hosting 

Services Districtwide for Period of July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2018 

 

1.19 Authorization to Utilize Simi Valley Unified School District Piggyback 

Contract with SHI International Corp. for the Purchase of Microsoft Volume 

Licensing 

 

1.20 Adoption of Resolution No. 14/15-3068 – Authorization of Prekindergarten and 

Family Literacy Program Support Contract for 2015-16 Program Year 

 

1.21 Adoption of Resolution No. 14/15-3069 – Authorization of Contract for 

California State Preschool Funding for 2015-16 Program Year 

 

1.22 Approval of Rejection of Government Code §910 and §910.2 Claim Against 

Santa Ana Unified School District – File Number: LPD 1400520 JT 
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1.23 Approval of Personnel Calendar Including the Transition of Specific Staff 

Members with such Topics as:  Hiring, Promotions, Transfers, Resignations, 

Retirements, and Leaves 

 

 

ITEM REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR DISCUSSION AND SEPARATE ACTION: 

 

1.7 Approval of Expulsion of Students for Violation of California Education Code 

Sections 48900, 48900.2, 48900.3, 48900.4, 48900.7, and/or 48915(c) 

According to  Board Policy 5144.1 

 

It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Ms. Iglesias, and carried 4-0, Mr. 

Richardson not present, to approve the violation of students for violation of 

California Education Code Sections 48900, 48900.2, 48900.3, 48900.4, 48900.7, 

and/or 48915(c) according to Board Policy 5144.1; Student No. 1, ID# 337547 

amend recommendation to Option 2, to expel for two semesters. 

 

337547 – Spurgeon 

For the violation of Education Code Section 48900, paragraph A that the Board expel the student 

from the schools of the District, and that the student may apply for readmission on or after 

June 18, 2015. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Assembly Bill 602 Annual Service Plan for 2015-16 School Year 

 

Mr. Palacio declared the Public Hearing open.  He asked those wishing to 

address the Board to step to the lectern.   

 

After hearing no comments, Mr. Palacio declared the Public Hearing closed. 

 

 

PRESENTATION 

 

Early Childhood Education Update 

 

The Board was given an update on the implementation of the three Early 

Childhood Education programs including State Preschool, Head Start, and Mitchell 

Child Development Center. 

 

 

Change in Order of Agenda 

 

 Mr. Palacio received consensus from the Board, to bring forward agenda item 

number 13.0 

 

13.0 APPROVAL OF UPDATED VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2015-20 

SCHOOL YEARS 

 

It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 5-0, to 

approve the updated Visual and Performing Arts Strategic Plan for the 2015-20 

school years. 
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REGULAR AGENDA – ACTION ITEMS 

 

2.0 ADOPTION OF ASSEMBLY BILL 602 ANNUAL SERVICE PLAN FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

It was moved by Mr. Richardson, seconded by Ms. Amezcua, and carried 5-0, to 

adopt Assembly Bill 602 Annual Service Plan for the 2015-16 school year. 

 

3.0 ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 14/15-3062 – CONDITIONAL RENEWAL OF CHARTER 

SCHOOL PETITION FOR ORANGE COUNTY EDUCATIONAL ARTS ACADEMY 

 

Action was taken earlier in the meeting. 

 

4.0 ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 14/15-3063 – RENEWAL OF CHARTER SCHOOL 

PETITION FOR ORANGE COUNTY SCHOOL OF THE ARTS 

 

 It was moved by Mr. Richardson, seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 5-0, to 

adopt Resolution No. 14/15-3063, approving the renewal of the Orange County 

School of the Arts Charter Renewal Petition for a five year term beginning 

July 1, 2015 through and including June 30, 2020. 

 

5.0 RATIFICATION OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT AND TENTATIVE AGREEMENT FOR 

THE 2014-2015 OPENERS WITH CALIFORNIA SCHOOL EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION, AND ITS 

CHAPTER 41 

 

It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 5-0, to 

ratify the Collective Bargaining Agreement and Tentative Agreement for the 

2014-15 openers with California School Employees Association, and its Chapter 

41. 

 

6.0 APPROVAL OF COMPENSATION INCREASE FOR MANAGEMENT, SUPERVISORY, AND 

CONFIDENTIAL EMPLOYEES NOT REPRESENTED BY A UNION 

 

 It was moved by Mr. Palacio, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 4-0, Ms. 

Iglesias not present, to approve the compensation increase for all 

Management, Supervisory, and Confidential employees as outlined above, not 

represented by a union. 

 

Change in Order of Agenda 

 

 Mr. Palacio received consensus from the Board, to skip agenda item numbers 7.0 

and 8.0 until Ms. Iglesias returns. 
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9.0 ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 14/15-3067 – ACTING AS THE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2004-1 OF SANTA ANA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

(CENTRAL PARK PROJECT) AUTHORIZING ISSUANCE OF ITS 2015 SPECIAL TAX REFUNDING 

BONDS IN AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED TEN MILLION DOLLARS 

($10,000,000) AND APPROVING CERTAIN DOCUMENTS AND TAKING AND APPROVING 

CERTAIN OTHER ACTIONS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH 

 

 It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 4-0, Ms. 

Iglesias not present, to adopt Resolution No. 14/15-3067 – Acting as the 

Legislative Body of Community Facilities District No. 2004-1 of the Santa Ana 

Unified School District (Central Park Project) authorizing the issuance of 

its 2015 Special Tax Refunding Bonds in an aggregate principal amount Not to 

exceed Ten Million Dollars ($10,000,000) and approving certain documents and 

taking, and approving certain other actions in connection therewith. 

 

10.0 ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 14/15-3066 – AUTHORIZING ANNUAL LEVY OF SPECIAL 

TAXES WITHIN COMMUNITY FACILITIES DISTRICT NO. 2004-1 OF SANTA ANA UNIFIED 

SCHOOL DISTRICT CENTRAL PARK PROJECT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015-16 

 

It was moved by Mr. Richardson, seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 4-0, Ms. 

Iglesias not present, to adopt Resolution No. 14/15-3066 to authorize the 

annual levy of special taxes within Community Facilities District No. 2004-1 

of the Santa Ana Unified School District Central Park Project for fiscal year 

2015-16. 

 

11.0 APPROVAL OF SUBMISSION OF PART I 2015-16 CONSOLIDATED APPLICATION AND 

REPORTING SYSTEM FOR FUNDING TO CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION FOR 

2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 5-0, to 

approve submission of Part I of the Consolidated Application and Reporting 

System to the California State Department of Education for the 2015-16 school 

year. 

 

12.0 APPROVAL OF EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY PLAN FOR 2015-18 SCHOOL YEARS 

 

 It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 5-0, to 

approve the Education Technology Plan for the 2015-18 school years. 

 

13.0 APPROVAL OF UPDATED VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2015-20 

SCHOOL YEARS 

 

Action was taken earlier in the meeting. 

 

14.0 APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT WITH TURNAROUND SCHOOLS FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 4-0, Mr. 

Hernández not present, to approve the service agreement with TurnAround 

Schools for 2015-16 school year. 
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15.0 APPROVAL OF LICENSE WITH SMARTY ANTS, INC. FOR 2015-16 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

 It was moved by Mr. Palacio, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 5-0, to 

approve the licensing with Smarty Ants, Inc. for the 2015-16 school year. 

 

16.0 APPROVAL OF CONSULTANT AGREEMENT BETWEEN EDUCATIONAL POLICY IMPROVEMENT 

CENTER AND VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL FOR JULY 1, 2015 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 

 

It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 5-0, to 

approve the consultant agreement between the Educational Policy Improvement 

Center and Valley High School for July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016. 

 

17.0 APPROVAL OF CONSULTANT AGREEMENT BETWEEN PADRES UNIDOS AND VALLEY HIGH 

SCHOOL FOR SEPTEMBER 14, 2015 THROUGH JUNE 15, 2016 

 

It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 5-0, to 

approve the consultant agreement between Padres Unidos and Valley High School 

for September 14, 2015 through June 15, 2016. 

 

18.0 APPROVAL OF CONSULTANT AGREEMENT INCREASE FOR LAUREL ADLER 

 

 It was moved by Mr. Richardson, seconded by Ms. Amezcua, and carried 5-0, to 

approve the consultant agreement increase for Laurel Adler in the amount of 

$14,000 for the 2014-15 school year. 

 

19.0 APPROVAL OF CONSULTANT AGREEMENT INCREASE FOR RCS INVESTIGATIONS & 

CONSULTING, LLC 

 

It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 5-0, to 

approve the consultant agreement increase for RCS Investigations & 

Consulting, LLC, in the amount of $13,000 for the 2014-15 school year. 

 

20.0 APPROVAL OF FACILITIES AGREEMENT BETWEEN SANTA ANA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

AND EDWARD B. COLE, SR. ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL 

 

It was moved by Mr. Richardson, seconded by Ms. Iglesias, and carried 5-0, to 

approve the Facilities Agreement as drafted. 

 

21.0 AUTHORIZATION TO RENEW CONTRACT BETWEEN SANTA ANA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

AND NORTHWEST EVALUATION ASSOCIATION (NWEA) FOR ACCESS AND SUPPORTS TO NWEA’S 

MEASURES OF ACADEMIC PROGRESS ASSESSMENTS FOR THE PERIOD OF JULY 1, 2015 

THROUGH JUNE 30, 2016 

 

 It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 5-0, to 

authorize staff to renew contract between Santa Ana Unified School District 

and Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA) for access and supports to NWEA’s 

Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) assessments for the Period of July 1, 

2015 through June 30, 2016. 
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22.0 AUTHORIZATION TO UTILIZE WISEBURN SCHOOL DISTRICT BID PACKAGE #2 CONTRACT 

AWARDED TO KYA SERVICES, LLC FOR PURCHASE OF SYNTHETIC TURF AND SPORTS 

FLOORING FOR SANTA ANA PUBLIC SCHOOLS SPORTS COMPLEX AND SEGERSTROM HIGH 

SCHOOL 

 

It was moved by Mr. Hernández, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 5-0, 

to authorize staff to utilize Wiseburn School District Bid Package #2 

contract awarded to KYA Services, LLC for the purchase of synthetic turf and 

sports flooring for Santa Ana Public Schools Sports Complex and Segerstrom 

High School. 

 

23.0 APPROVAL OF REVISED JOB DESCRIPTION: SENIOR PROGRAMMER ANALYST 

 

It was moved by Mr. Richardson, seconded by Mr. Palacio, and carried 5-0, to 

approve the revised job description of Senior Programmer Analyst to Software 

Engineer. 

 

NEW AND REVISION OF EXISTING BOARD POLICIES 
The Board may direct the revision of any regulation which it finds inconsistent with Board policy.  

(Board Bylaw 9312) 

 Board Policy (BP) 1312.3 - Uniform Complaint Procedures (UCP)  

(Revised: Adoption) 

 

It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 5-

0, to adopt the revised Board Policy (BP) 1312.3 – Uniform Complaint 

Procedures (UCP). 

 

 Board Policy (BP) 0440 – District Technology Plan (New:  Adoption) 

 

  It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 5-

0, to adopt the new Board Policy 0440 – District Technology Plan. 

 

7.0 ADOPTION OF 2015-16 LOCAL CONTROL AND ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN 

 

It was moved by Mr. Richardson, seconded by Ms. Amezcua, and carried 5-0, to 

adopt the 2015-16 Local Control and Accountability Plan as presented. 

 

8.0 ADOPTION OF 2015-16 BUDGET 

 

It was moved by Ms. Amezcua, seconded by Mr. Richardson, and carried 4-1, Ms. 

Iglesias dissenting, to adopt the 2015-16 Budget as presented. 

 

 

BOARD AND STAFF REPORTS/ACTIVITIES 

  

Mr. Hernández 

 Thanked Dawn Miller, Assistant Superintendent, Secondary Education for 

her years of service. 
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